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ANNOUNCING ATTALIA 
By AARON 


Mer told us that we were going to have a baby by 
taking us to the Select restaurant back in 
Greenfield and then writing on Abigail’s coloring sheet 
“I’m a big sister!” Then we told Grandpa John and 
Grandma Sharla and Grandpa Jeff and Grandma Mary, 
who were already suspecting it. Then we moved into our 
new house in Rockford. I could tell that Mom really 
preferred looking for houses with a baby than without 
one-- not. Then later when it got hot, we turned on the 
air conditioner and we needed to have it fixed. 

On July 28th, I woke up early in the 
morning and I saw some strange shoes outside 
the closet. In the next few minutes I realized 
that Mom was having the baby and the midwife 
had come over. 

Then Mom had the baby while I was doing 
my bible memory stuff, and we named it 
Attalia, which means “In God’s due season.” 
It’s a place name in the bible. It’s found in Acts; = 
14:25, and it was a maritime city of Pamphylia -) 
in Asia, very near the borders of Lycia, built | 
and named by Attalus Philadelphus, king of 
Pergamos, now called Antalya. (Copied 
definition) \ 

The best part of Attalia being born was that 
Mom put out a snack basket that we could eat 
from. Plus we did all the cooking and we made § 
lots of hamburgers and mac ‘n cheese. oe 
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By Andrew Rugg 





[" a land far away, there was a family 
searching for a home. The first house on 
the street of Loomis reminded them of 
China, for they were not in China, but had 
returned to the USA. The next house was 
more suitable, yet still china-like. Then they 
visited a house with a windowed in porch, 
steep stairs, and a whole bunch of rooms. 

They visited more homes, until they 
came to a smallish one with a tree fort in 
the backyard. The family was about to 
make an offer, when another offer was 
offered. That offer remained pending for 
months. 

The family then visited a house on the 
street of Latham, which sported a smell, 
and a horrible stink when the fridge was 
opened. 

The next two houses were the most 
hopeful of all. Liberty and Dresden. Dresden 
sported bigger inside 
rooms, however Liberty 
sported a huge yard, 
more upstairs 
bedrooms, and the 
noble name of the 
street. 
1 {| Inthe end, Liberty 
i, | (won over Dresden. The 

‘sfamily had to wait ten 
minutes for their agent 
to show up at the 
closing, and then, 
finally, they had found a 
shome, in the land of 
Rockford IL, USA. ju 
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A Merry CHRISTMAS AND Happy New YEAR 


From Our House To Yours 





A Poem for Christmas 


By ANDREW 


THERE COMES A DAY EVERY YEAR, 


D 


WHICH PEOPLE HEAR OF FAR AND NEAR, 
WHEN PRESENTS ARE HANDED 
AND A TREE IS ALSO DEMANDED. 


ON THAT DAY, IN OLD TIME, 
A BABY BOY WAS BORN WHERE WAS GRIME, 
AS HIS BED WAS A BOX, 
FULL OF HAY FOR COW AND THE OX. 


THE BOY BORN IN THE STABLE, 
WAS IN STATUS LOWLY LABELED 
BUT REALLY OF GOD WAS HE THE SON, 
Jesus DIED, AND OVER DEATH WON! 





Countdown to 


Christmas 


By AARON 

At our house for 
Christmas on 
December 1“, we get 
out a big calendar with 
pockets. And all the 

, | | . : pockets have pictures 
me and you i hope you love ,._t | In cher. When we pull out something, it has a 
picture that corresponds with Mom and Dad's 
Christmas book. Usually we try to guess the 
reference of the Bible verse that the picture 







Jesus and God’s Love is All We Need 
by 


Abigail Ann Rugg 





Thanks to Grandpa John for the means, and then when Dad announces the 
; a reference, we try to race to find the passage 
beautiful outdoor nativity: first and read it out loud. Then the Christmas 


book has some hymns that we sing. 
Also, we getto & ; 

pick one treat from 3% 
our stockings in the @@ 
morning during our 7m 
countdown, sowe f§ 
spread it out. Then 
it gets filled up on 


AND THE LIGHT SHINETH IN DARKNESS JOHN 1:5 Christmas too. I like 
that part as well. 























A2 
The Family Times Ou a H OU S eC S grigts 








12/25/21 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY Age Of Pool 
As RETOLD TO SAM BY ALEXANDER Noodles 
ary sat in her house, when suddenly Gabriel appeared, and the room By AARON. 


filled with bright light. "Fear not, Mary." Gabriel said. "You are in favor All of the aunts and 
with God. Guess what? You're pregnant! when you give birth, you will call him uncles came to our 
Jesus." house on July 10" to 

"But I'm not even married!" Mary said. j 

"The holy spirit will come down upon you! And look at Elisabeth your 
cousin! she is pregnant in her old age! Nothing is impossible with God." 

Then Mary said, "I am God's servant, let what he has said be done." 

Then Gabriel left. Mary hurried to Elisabeth's house. And when Elisabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, Elisabeth's baby jumped inside of her, and Elisabeth 
said with a loud voice, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is your 
children. And why did the mother of my God come to me? For as soon as I 
heard your greeting, my baby jumped for joy inside of me." 

And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my savior, for he regarded the low estate of me his servant. All the 
generations will call me blessed. He that is mighty has done great things to 
me, and his name is holy. And his mercy is on them that fear him. He brings 
down the mighty, and gives the hungry good things to eat." And Mary stayed 
with Elisabeth for three months, and then left to her own house. Now Caesar 
Augustus decided to tax the people, and to make the counting easier, he 
ordered everyone to their hometown. Now Mary had married Joseph, and 
Joseph was a descendant of David, so they traveled to Bethlehem. But there 
was no room for them in the inn, so they had baby Jesus in a stable. Now in 
the same country, there were shepherds watching their sheep. Suddenly the 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and they were very scared. but the angel 
said, "Fear not, a savior is born unto you, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger." Then a whole choir of angels appeared, and sang, "Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men!" 

The shepherds left, and ran to Bethlehem. They found the baby ina 
manger, just as the angel said. 

Now around that time, a bright star appeared. And three wise men from 
the east saw the star, and based on prophecies that they had heard, they 
understood what the star was doing. So they decided to head off. One aw tnanktilaieveu 
brought gold for Jesus, another myrrh, and the last frankincense. And on their this year? | think if we 
journey, they decided to ask Herod where the baby was, because it would avoid repetition this will 
make sense for a great and important child to be in the palace. But Herod i enough leaves for 
didn't Know where Jesus was. And Herod also didn't like the sound of a new an 
king rising up against him, so he told the wise men to tell him where the baby 
was once they had found Jesus, so that Herod could worship him. But Herod 
lied. He wanted to kill the baby. So some time around two years since they 
left, the wise men found baby Jesus, and presented their gifts. But before 
they went back to Herod, God warned the wise men to go home another way, j 
and not to go to Herod. Then the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a — Aaron while cutting 
dream to run to Egypt because Herod would try to get Jesus, and so Mary and aie for the thankful 
Joseph ran with Jesus. t 





celebrate everybody’s 
birthdays. All the kids 
got some video games 
which we played then. 
We also had a bunch 
of cheese and crackers 
and cauliflower cheese 
crackers. Those were 
my favorite. We got 
out some pool noodles 





and sword-fought with 
them too. Hopefully we 
can do that next year 
again! @ 
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GIANT LIPPED 
GIRL 
DISCOVERED 


By ANDREW 
A pink girl has suddenly had an 
extreme impulse of lip growing, so 
that her mouth could fit a 
watermelon inside, due to extreme 
candy devouring ! 

The common rumor that it was 
merely a pair of wax lips has been 
immediately disqualified by our top 

level scientists, and has been 

labeled as mere Oxford level 


intelligence. 





Amusing Abigailisms 

e “I am never cute! Here I 
will prove it. Watch, if I hit you 
with this paper I am not cute.” 

e “When we grow up, who 
will clean your house?” 

e “Can you help me find my 
diarrhea? I want to write in it.” 

e “T didn’t think you would 
care if it was clean until you could 
come down and see it.” 

e “Sometimes on my 
birthday it doesn’t look like I am 
growing, why not?” 

e "I liked everything about 
the shower, especially the private 
cupcake." 

eTo Aaron “I was born to 
boss you around!!!” 








Six FLacs 


By ANDREW RuGG 

his year we went to Six Flags when we were on summer break. The first 

ride we went to was the Goliath, which we had to go to because last time 
we went to six flags, I was just barely too short, so we had to go on it this 
year. 

I have to say, Roller coasters would be a lot more fun without the 
anticipation. When the roller coaster was climbing up the big hill on the 
Goliath, it was hugely steep, and that made the anticipation even worse. Then 
all of a sudden, you look down, and you realize that the video didn’t give you 
a sense of perspective and that in real life it looks much bigger than on the 
flat screen, so after the two seconds of processing that the next thought you 
process which takes up 3 seconds is “We're going to die.” Then all of a sudden 
you plunge down and get smacked back up by the huge air resistance. 
Without the wind, the roller coasters are pretty much great. But the wind and 
the anticipation was there, so halfway through the ride when we were upside 
down I let out a little scream for about half a second. 

Then Alexander got on the Goliath which was the first roller coaster in his 
life, and he was not prepared for the experience. In other words, he was so 
scared that instead of screaming, he got too scared to scream. 

Then we got on the Batman which was a suspended roller coaster, and 
Dad said “Think like a bird.” I was too busy trying to keep my neck straight, 
like the sign said to, but it proved to be an impossible task. I mean, REALLY 
IMPOSSIBLE. So then we got off that, and I decided that I now knew that this 
was what roller coasters feel like, and people don’t scream just because 75% 
percent of the people that get on are easily freaked out. It is really that scary. 

Then we got on the American Eagle, which Dad persuaded Alexander to 
believe that it was slower. Less scary, but a whole lot more bumpy. During the 
ride, you get too bumped out to be scared. Then Alexander was not happy 
about that, and we went to the sprocket rocket. That was a good roller 
coaster. Not too fast, and it had the fun of the roller coaster without the 
getting beaten up part. 

After that, we went on the Ricochet, which was a spinning thing that 
would pull you up into the air and back down again repeatedly. 

Then while Alexander and Dad went to the Little Dipper, which he really 
liked later, while we went on the Demon. 

After we got off, Dad and Alexander were still waiting in line for the Little 
Dipper. After the line went through, We all went on The Giant Drop, a ride that 
brings you to the top of a tower and drops you down. I closed my eyes in the 
anticipation and didn’t open them until we were on ground. I would’ve opened 
them during the drop, but there wasn’t time. After that we went on the River 
Rocker, which is a boat ride that swings you back and forth. My stomach didn’t 
jump into my throat, like one guy’s stomach did, but it did feel like it was 
going down. Then we went on the Fiddler’s Fling, which was a spinning thing 
on top of a spinning thing! 

Then, to end the trip, we went to the Logger’s run, which by then, had 
accumulated a long line of people. Even out of the line system! That was one 
of the best rides, but I think it could be a little faster. 
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Ben & Co. 














re * a 4 ~ . 
GRANDMA MCCANN 


TURNS 90! 


ongratulations on making it all the way on your journey 
to 90, Grandma McCann! 


Maybe you can turn 100 next year. 
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Grandma McCann and Great Grand kids together 
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NIECE SEEN HUGGING AUNT ON 
WEDDING DAY! 

SEE MORE ABOUT THE WEDDING 

ON THE PAGE Liz AND BRENT. 








SOMEHOW, THREE GIRLS FINALLY 

MADE IT TO SCHOOL. LET’S HOPE 

THEIR TEACHER DOESN’ T PUNISH 
THEM FOR BEING | YEAR LATE. 

















New FELINE Is 
DISCOVERED! 


[° the house of a said Ben, a new 
extremely high-energy furry feline has 
been discovered! 

The inhabitants of the house have 
adopted it out of the wilderness, and have 
given it the mysterious name of Zola! 

This cat may or may not be able to be 
bewared, and as we have derived from 
high detail photos, may jump out of the 
trees onto people with high velocity at any 
moment! 















We drove home from CA a 
Grand Canyon! 
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RYLNN LOST A TOOTH ONCE AND FOR ALL! 
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Reading Buddies The Fallacy Detective 
By ANDREW 


By ALEXANDER 


Sometimes I read to Attalia when 
she is happy, and when I have reading 
jobs, like Bible and history. I think I 
mainly do it because it helps me to go 
faster, even though my siblings disagree 
with me. Mom said that it's good for 
both of us. I also read other baby books 
to Attalia when I am asked, but I don't 
do it as often as reading to her in my 
jobs. 

















“THE MORE THAT YOU READ, THE MORE THINGS 
YOU WILL KNOW. [THE MORE THAT YOU LEARN, THE 
MORE PLACES YOU’LL Go.” — Dr. SEuss 

Suntali g's ae 2 ee rr” 2 








Books, books, books! 


I would read them here or there. I would read 
them anywhere. 











he Fallacy Detective is a book made to establish 

the reader’s mind in the way of statements, in 
that the document shows what is needed to develop 
one’s mind, and that it defines many informal logical 
fallacies one can make, such as the Red Herring, 
Special pleading, and circular reasoning, so that one 
can avoid them. It also defines many of the 
propaganda techniques that advertisements allure the 
viewer using. 

It’s main application to identify fallacies so that one 
can avoid them, and therefore, be better equipped for 
making and listening to statements in this universe. 

It also gives many examples of how one might use 
a Fallacy, such as using fallacies, many are to win an 
argument, if they are not properly identified. 

It uses an uncomplicated nature, thereby rendering 
the contents easily understandable. 

This book deserves a high class rating in every 
aspect every aspect of it’s use, whereby readers will 
be able to properly state and generate their own 
opinion, if they have properly paid attention to the 
contents and applied them to use. Logic is a necessity 
whereby many will not fall into the many pits and 
chasms of this world. 


Bloodhounds Inc. 


By ALEXANDER 
loodhounds, inc. is a 
series about two 

teenage detectives, Sean 
(pronounced Shaun) and 
Melissa. Their detective 
agency starts out as 
Bloodhounds, but in the 
first book, the ghost of 
KRZY (Their dad's radio 
station) explains how they 
meet the girl professor, 
Doc, and her invention, 
Jeremiah. And it also 
introduces Sean and 
Melissa's friends, Bear, KC, 
and Spalding. My favorite 
part of the series is... all 
the funny parts. 









Book Range: Teenager 
doing trigonometry down 
to baby chew toy. 








READING CARDS: 
THe Next GENERATION 
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~ Start Your Adventure ~ 


Enter 





Working on Bible Memory Adventure 


By AARON 
Bz in China, Dad had the idea to make a Bible 
typing in Bible verses. He made a prototype where 
you add a character and put your name and gender 
in, and then you could add verses, and then you 
could go into a fighting mode and battle monsters, 
and if you beat them the verses would show up in 
Verses For Later, and be scheduled for later. He also 
added a practice mode, and bosses that could be at 
the end of a verse if the passage was long enough. 
And then we stopped working on it, because you 
could learn verses on it, and it was pretty good for 
that purpose. 

But the problem was that it got kind of boring 
after a little while. If you defeat a monster, you don’t 
level up or get any new armor or anything. It was fun 
to play the passage, but it didn’t really do anything 
afterward. 

So after we left China, we started thinking about 
Bible Memory Adventure more. At first we thought 
that we should keep it like this, except there’s like a 
map, and you can travel to different locations, and 
get armor. Then Dad suggested that you could be a 
knight defending a city, and the more verses you got, 
the bigger your city 


John 3:16 


would get, and the SI focce Pinole Coastien eos, at 
ver 


osoeve 


stronger walls you 
could have. Everyone 
liked that idea. Now 
the only thing in our 
way was actually 
doing it. 


(Continued on Tc) 





Pink Nurse Cares for Flu Surgery Patient 


By ANNA 
Ne the bear had to have surgery 
and Abigail has \ 4 
been a very attentive, if | y 
interesting nurse. b 
It all started when 
Nels got a fever and flu 
and the doctor decided | 
to go ahead and do open|= 
heart surgery. Worms (ar? 
were also discovered and ™ 
subsequently removed. | 
Since then Abigail 
has been diligently tending the sick bear. She set 
up a sick bed in her room for closer monitoring 
and devised a clever (albeit somewhat painful) 


recently 
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memorization game where you fight monsters by » wheelchair” involving a a basket and a leash 


around Nels’ neck. She has also been fortifying 
the downtrodden bear with tea around the clock 
and never forgetting to administer his 
medication(full cups of castor oil) on time. 4 


Rucc Cart RETURNS 


Found ONLY At Aldi 


By ALEXANDER 

\ \ [ell you see, me and Aaron sometimes bike 

to Aldi, to get groceries. Dad gave us the 
idea to return carts, so while I was guarding the 
bikes and Aaron went inside, me and Andrew ran 
around, asking to return carts. I think by the 
time we left, we had 8 dollars and a quarter, and 
then mom gave us three quarters so we could 
split it evenly. It was our first big hit. And 
probably the only big hit. Next time we went to 
Aldi, we didn’t get that much money. We weren't 
as lucky. And pretty soon they didn’t let us do it. 
But it was still fun, and we did kinda get a lot of 
money. (0 





Duce heturns 
Need your carts returned? Ask today! 
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Caleb & Jo 











We spent 
much of the year 
© getting settled in 
= Madison. We did 

~ lots of hiking, 
F including checking 
James Madison 
~ Park near 
downtown, 
Donald County 
Park, and Devil's 
Lake State park! 














A Lovely 
Time 


| and 
Brent's 
wedding was a 
time to 
celebrate 
family and the 


outdoors this 
past summer! 





HELLo New FRIEND 
Nice to Meet You 























Video Game Nights 


By AARON 


fter the big birthday celebration on 

July 10th, Uncle Caleb and Uncle Ben 
thought that maybe we could do a video 
game night together. We decided on 
playing Age of Empires II. The first game 
we played was really weird. We (the kids) 
built a castle next to the enemy camp. 
Then he sent a bunch of missile launching 
wagons and started attacking the castle. Then Uncle Caleb sent a 
bunch of knights and destroyed the war wagons and that enemy. 
Then we all sent a bunch of troops and destroyed all but one of the 
enemies. But the enemy that was left sent a bunch of troops against 
all our towns and almost destroyed all of them-- but it seems like he 
changed his mind. Then all of 
us built a bunch of soldiers 
and Paladins and siege 
weapons and wiped out his 
town. So we won that game. 
Then we played a game 
against harder AI, and we lost 
convincingly multiple times. 
Then on Andrew’s birthday 
we did another game against 
Moderate AI, and we beat 
them twice very convincingly. 
That was really fun. 




































MAROUETTE MICHIGAN 


\ \ } e saw the last of the fall colors in 
Marquette Michigan. Lake Superior 
is beautiful and cold! And we even got to 


see a few of the hundreds of waterfalls in 
the upper peninsula. & 
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Doctor EVERMORE'S FOREVERTRON WAS A REALLY 
COOL ALBEIT STRANGE PLACE WITH MANY RUSTY 
OUTDOOR STATUES AND SCULPTURES. 
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SUMMER CHALLENGE 


By AARON 
Fo the summer challenges this 
year, I did some courses on 

Khan Academy and Tynker for HTML and CSS. I did those 
courses in a few days. The Khan Academy courses were pretty 
good. The only problem was that it didn’t accept alternate 
answers. The Tynker courses accepted all alternate answers, 
but the checking to see if it worked wasn’t very good. It just 
checked if it had a certain number of elements or something. 
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Quaternius lessons Then I did a few Project Euler problems. They are big math 
By ANpDREW Rucc problems you are supposed I did one about Semiprimes, which 
uaternius is a 3d art designer and are numbers with only two prime factors, no more, no less. 
he makes a whole bunch of free Then I did one about Bouncy Numbers. Bouncy Numbers 
3d assets. He also does blender Skype are numbers like this: 132, 154, 1192. If from left to right, the 
lessons as well. We asked for some digits are neither ascending all the way or descending all the 
and he taught me how to make a way, it is bouncy. 
spaceship. Then there was one about Digit Factorial Chains, where you 


He is a great teacher and explains take a number like 169, and then you do 1! + 6! + 9! and 
every step you do. It’s hard to get then you get 363601, and then you do 3! + 6! + 3! + 6! + 0! 
Benrieed i thy Tilt, + 1! and you get 1454, etc. etc. 

I learned that once you get one Then I helped work on Bible Memory Adventure. T wasn't 
model done, you can make completely able to do that much because we were still trying to make a 
diferent ehce based off that. If you landscape, but I was able to help some. Later I was able to do 
are looking for a 3d art teacher, 1 more things and help with shadows and stuff. &. 


highly recommend him) 
Chess 


Lessons 


By AARON 

his year for 

chess 
lessons we 
mainly analyzed 
games and 

















FROGGER CHALLENGE 2021 TAKING OVER THE WorRLD 


worked on openings on 


Chessable.com. I got to 2000+ this = Abigail Dlew her 
reading 


challenge away 


¥ 


Typing was 


harder before 
year in my Chess.com blitz rating. We 


got a Discord server up (by the way, 
that’s a terrible name for something 
that’s supposed to help you 
coordinate. Discord?) so that we could 
talk and send messages without Dad 
having to email me messages. We 
talked in the chess lessons using 
Zoom. 


computers 





A CaKkE KNIFE Is TOO PASSE 
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Do YOU REALLY WANT TO? 
By ALEXANDER RUGG 
Mom: CI , 
eaning ou 
What should we 
text Grandpa Jeff? from — her 
Alexander: Oh so that’s 
Socks are dirty but where you 
ropes are clean! were hiding! 
—Abigail 























I Do live 


By ANDREW RUGG 








= 
y, if itwas alive 
it would kick me 
to the other side 
of the room! 
> 


























What Happens In War Mom: 
By ALEXANDER RuGccG a like to 
alK. 





Abigail: "Talk, talk, 
talk: that's why 
grownups are so 
boring." 
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Dear Gassx Toncy AND NELS 


Back BY POPULAR DEMAND 


(and perhaps some not so subtle trickery) 


Dear Gabby, 

Why do dust bunnies 
multiply so quickly? 
--Bunny Boy 

T: Hi, guys! We're 
answering for Gabby. 
She couldn't come. 
Someone sat on her car 
or something. Heh heh. 
N: And if you like it, feel 
free to donate! 

T: Dust bunnies 
probably multiply so 
quickly because they 
have a calculator and 
cheat. 

N: Dust bunnies multiply 
quickly because dust 
clumps gather together by 
the law of gravity. 


Dear Gabby, 

How do you talk turkey? 
--Turkey-Tiger 

T: Well, the easiest way 
is to find a turkey and 
ask him to teach you 
how to talk turkey. 
When he replies, you 
know the word for 
“Dinosaurs can't learn 
how to talk turkey, 
silly!" 

N: Talking Turkey is an 
English saying for saying 
random, off the topic 
things. Someone I know 
shouldn't have any 
problem with that. 


2K OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK OK 


Disclaimer: Not all of the 
things mentioned or 
implied have actually 
appeared in shows. 


Dear Gabby, 

If somebody comes to my 
house asking fora 
donation, what should I 
do? 

--No-Soliciting 

T: Give him a donation. 
Usually after I give him 
some belly button lint 
he leaves in a hurry. If 
not, you might try 
dinosaur drool. 

N: Engage him in 
conversation while 
dropping pennies in the 
basket. At the end, ask 
him for a donation. Usually 
he forgets what he was 
doing and gives you 
money. 


Dear Gabby, 

My neighbor plays really 
loud music late at night. 
What should I do? 
--Ear-ache-Andy 

T: Ask them to please 
stop nicely, and if they 
don't tell Mom and Dad. 
And if they don't listen 
to your parents, the 
next time they do it 
stick your head through 
the window and yell 
PLEASE STOP! And they 
should probably stop. 
N: Report them to the 
sheriff and see him give 
the ticket. If he does it 
again go get a dinosaur 
and offer him a blow-pop 
to stick his head in through 
your neighbor's window. 
T: A blow-pop? Can I 
have one? 

N: The next time a 
neighbor plays loud music 
late at night. 


Dear Gabby, 

What is the fastest way to 
learn computer 
programming? 
--Aspiring-Techie 

T: The fastest way to 
learn computer 
programming? You can 
probably just buy an 
app that will do all your 
programming for you. 
N: You can't buy a 
program to program for 
you! The fastest way to 
learn is to enroll in Oxford. 


Dear Gabby, 

Why is the title “Tongy and 
Nels” intead of 
“Tongarango and Nels”? 
--Name-Questioner 

T: Because it’s shorter. 
N: Nels is more magnified. 


Dear Gabby, 

Why are bananas yellow? 
--Banana Babe 

T: Well, bananas are 
probably yellow because 
dinosaurs paint them 
that way. Remember the 
time I snuck into the 
supermarket at night 
and painted all the 
bananas yellow, Nels? 
N: That's not why they 
turn yellow! They turn 
yellow as they ripen! 


Dear Gabby, 

What is the fastest way to 
wash the dishes? 
--Hopeful-Housewife 

T: The fastest way to 
wash the dishes is to 
make sure they have 
something tasty on 
them, and then run your 
tongue around them and 
spit them out into the 
clothes dryer. 

N: Hire someone else. 


Dear Gabby, 

What is the best way to 
keep Christmas trees 
upright? 
--Scared-Of-Lumber 

T: The secret is to 
SMASH them into the 
ground really hard, and 
then they don't go 
anywhere. Even if you 
walk over and try to pull 
it out by the star. You 
know all about that, 
don't you Nels? 

N: Yes, Ido. The best way 
is to buy a Christmas Tree 
stand and screw it in tight. 
Then keep all dinosaurs 
away. 


Dear Gabby, 

What's the best way to 
shovel snow? 
--Freezing-Flabbergaster 
T: Generally, I use a 
snowblower. Namely 
myself. I just stick my 
head in and blow tt all 
out of the way. 

N: I use a snowblower too. 
But I use an electric 
battery-powered 
snowblower rather than 
the purple organic 
snowblower, which has a 
tendency to spew snow all 
over my car, and then 
spew my car all over the 
road. Tongarango! 

T: It wasn't my fault 
that the dump truck 
came by and smashed it! 


Dear Gabby, 

My favorite show is the 
Tongorango and Nels show. 
I laughed the hardest when 
Nels flew off the treadmill. 
Do I have a problem? 
--Rugg-Kids 

T: No. 

N: Yes. 
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THe TONGORANGO* SHOW 


By AARON 


he Tongorango Show is a show that Dad sometimes puts on at night using stuffed animals about 
how Tongorango’s eyes fell out. Tongorango is Alexander's stuffed Brachiosaurus, and he used to 
have googly eyes, but someone ripped them off. 


> 


VVVV WV 


Cast of Characters: 
Tongorango: A purple Brachiosaurus who isn’t very smart. (He stuck his face in a light socket 
because the Bible never said that you shouldn't stick your face in a light socket.) He’s the 
largest character in the set by far. 
Nels: An educated bear who graduated from Oxford. He’s much smarter than anyone else, and 
he is Tongorango’s best buddy ol’ pal (Tongorango thinks. He always seems to break Nels’ 
beakers or something, so Nels doesn’t like him very much.) 
Sam: Alexander’s stuffed dog. Is pretty good friends with Tongorango. Twins with Flam. 
Flam: Abigail’s stuffed dog. Is pretty good friends with Tongorango. Twins with Sam. 
Tux: Aaron’s penguin who can fly and regurgitate seafood but not talk. 
Cuddle Robot: Andrew’s stuffed Robot. 
Peanut Gallery: Us. 


Sometimes other stuffed animals minor in it too. One of the things about the Tongorango show is 
that it sometimes provides useful information about history. For example: 


How WW2 Really Ended 
Tongorango: Well, one day I was fighting in WW2 against some French guy named Nels-- 
Peanut Gallery: Wait, you were on the side of the French! 
Tongorango: Oh, right. I was fighting with Nels. 





Anyway, we were both in a foxhole, shooting bullets at the *T think that Tongorango 

Germans, when suddenly, something landed next to me. should be spelled 

Nels picked it up and said, “Um, I think this is for you.” TOR Oo rango, HUt Nee onaet 
id “Oh, thanks!” and put it in my mouth ae 

I said “Oh, co" Pp Y Tongarango was the original 

Peanut Gallery: Was it an artillery shell? spelling which is still better 

Tongorango: Nope, not that. than Tongerango. I think 

Peanut Gallery: A grenade? Tongorango is prettier, but 


they can all be pronounced 
the same way. 








Tongorango: Yep. A grenade. 

Peanut Gallery: Nels, why did you give him a grenade? 

Nels: It was an economical decision. If I had kept the grenade, 
both of us would die. If I gave the grenade to Tongorango, only one of us would die. 
Tongorango: Fortunately, most of the fire came out my nose, but some of it came out my 
eyes-- and blew them up. Then I asked Nels to point me back to camp, and he pointed me in a 
direction, and I started going that way. It seemed like the bullets were pelting harder, instead 
of less, but I just kept running, and smashing buildings, and stepping on tanks, and eventually 
I destroyed half of the Third Rike, and when I got back home, I was awarded two medals: One 
for having my eyes blown out, and the other for winning World War Two. So I stuck them in, 
and used those for eyes. 
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Rockford Downtown 
Farmers’ Market 


By ALEXANDER 

ell, once we went to a 

farmers market, where 
we found lots of things on 
sale. The things i wanted to 
get were some of the wooden 
things, but we got the honey 
instead. The honey might have been Mom and 
Dad's favorite part. but i am sure that the 
favorite part for all the kids was jumping on the 
bounce house. For some reason, they had a 
bounce house. Although we had to stop in the 
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middie for a man to pump it a, . - 
= il “back up, it was still os After When Life Gives You Apples... 
23,5 we walked around for a long By AARON 
time, we got to the car, and e stopped for gas one day at a gas station and 
drove home. on the way we noticed that it had a really big small apple 
back, we saw a tram. P.S: tree that was covered in green apples. We picked a 
The honey was good!é few of them and we liked them. Later, | went back 





with Andrew to ask if we could pick more apples. The 
gas station guy said we could pick from the one out 
back, so we did. But that tree wasn't too good, and 
they were kind of green. In a week or so we went 
back and picked from the big one out front and they 
were reddish. We went there at least 5 times and 
they grew about the size of a regular apple. Then | 
had to cut off all the cores and fill up our crockpot so 
that we could mush them into applesauce. The 
applesauce wasn't nearly as bad as when we 
needed apple pie, because | needed to cut them 
really thin. We got at least 3 crocks of applesauce. $ 
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Anniversary Jiao Z1 

On our anniversary of our return from China to America, 
we had Jiao Zi, (which is like ravioli, but more Chinese) 
and watched videos of our 
time in china. 

It was also really windy and 
rainy out side, so that the 
raindrops were almost parallel 
to the ground, which was 
weird, so we had to put the 
lawn furniture in the garage 
before it blew away. 


(THE PHO IS GOOD; THE 
SMOOTHIES ARE GREAT!) 






THE GOAL WITH THE NEW 


SEATING ARRANGEMENT WAS 
FOR SIBLINGS TO EAT 
PEACEABLY TOGETHER... 
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Re-WritInGc History 


By ALEXANDER 
\ A Te invented this game on a Sunday, with a risk 
game. It began with Aaron and Andrew, who 

started with Paul Revere’s ride, and soon Alexander 
joined in, and they have wound their way through 
history, and they are now past the civil war. What lies 
ahead will have to play out on an ordinary risk board. 
So better hope your history luck is good, or America 





will be captured by Asia. Who knows what history can MEETING New rr | 


become. LJ 


By ABIGAIL 

love to meet new friends. I’ve met Addy 

and Danielle in the neighborhood, and at 
churches Jessica, Miriam, Chloe, and Braden. 
I also have adult ? FI. 
friends, like Pastor 
Griffin, and Uncle Rex 
too. I like to talk with = 
them. I like to play with 
Addy, and I'm pen pals 
with Jessica, and 
» Miriam. 


The Grand Cousins Visit 


By ALEXANDER 


()* day, Aunt Cathy came over, with the 
grand cousins. For dinner, we ate Jiao Zi 






- e. # and pizza, and we played chess. In the 
America is rebelling from under France’s rule, and middle of playing chess, we went out for base 
pOt ake Ge aracOa ie incoy: ball, and later we played soccer. Chris was on 
our team, usually as the goalie, while me and 
Aaron fought against Aunt Cathy and Andrew. 


FAMILY FUNNIES The game was harder when dad joined the 


- The enchanted castle seems like someone opposing team for their goalie, and it was 


rolled a bunch of story cubes and then gave hard to get past him. We stayed up for a 
them to an accomplished writer to piece really long time, past bedtime, and I woke up 
together into one novel. —Aaron in the middle of the night. But we had a lot of 


¢ Courage thrives under peer pressure. fun, but I forgot who won soccer. 
—Andrew : 

¢ Did you have fun today? "Yes! Lots! Except it 
is kind of sad when the next thing you've been 
looking forward to is gone too." —Alexander 

¢ God never leaves us alone...but he hides in a 
really good hiding spot. —Abigail 
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i love being a big sister so much 


and her name is attalia''"''''' we 
love her so much and i love my 
sister 


my paint the walls white with 
189) Safecoat to seal the walls. 
™ We tore off the designs 

i easily, but tearing off the 

f glue stuff was harder. We 
= had to use a steam cleaner 


ty the carpet, which was kind 
~s of hard, but after tearing 














"DID YOU ASK THE PEOPLE AT THE BABY SHOWER WHO 
THE COMPUTER PROGRAMMER WAS? WHO ELSE 
WOULD MAKE HELLO WorLD BALLOONS?" -A ARON 








“Does that make it in the Rugg Family Times?” 

[One million times after asking that question... | 
“I don’t Know why we include quotes anyway.” 

-Andrew 











Mom: THOSE CUPCAKES ARE FOR PEOPLE WHO WORK. 
ABIGAIL: <GASP> May I CLEAN MY ROOM? 








Boys Room 


By AARON 
hen working on the 
boys room, the first 
thing we had to do was to 


) scrape off all the wall paper,|_ 7 


because Mom wanted to 


to clean it all off. 
Then we had to tear out 





out the carpet we had to rip off all the gluey stuff that 
attached the carpet to the floor. Then we had to paint the 
entire room. We gave it 2 coats and at least one coat of 
touch up. Everyone was really messy. We didn’t paint the 
bookshelf in our room, fortunately. Then we had to buy 
some beds. We decided to buy a triple-bunk bed for all of 
us. One of the weird things about that was we had also 
ordered a rug to come for the floor, but it got back 
ordered for months, so the triple-bunk stayed in the hall 
for a while. 

After the rug came, we spread it out and we had to put 
the triple-bunk bed together. It came with one Allen 
wrench, but Dad had two more, so 3 people could tighten 
the screws. The bunks are supposed to be able to hold up 
to 400 pounds each. It has a metal bar running under 
every bunk but the bottom one. Then we got a dresser to 
put clothes in and we put back a shelf on the wall that has 
lead figurines and plastic knights and dragons and things 
like that. The room is much bigger since the bed goes up, 
not sideways.x3 
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New House 


“Our house closing went well! 
It's officially ours now!” — Liz 
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NGS ANE PERSONALITY QUIZ TIME... 


Liz Finatty Marriep! What do replace first? 
fter one year of engagement and a long wait in the very a ie seats 
hot sun, Elizabeth Rugg was finally married to Brent C) internet wiring 
Johnson in a beautiful outdoor ceremony with lots of garden D) other 
details. The ceremonial focal point being the picture perfect “Lol, other! We're replacing most of the flooring 
pergola that was custom designed and delivered by the first, and painting!” — Liz 





bride’s father during his busiest work and duck surrogacy 
season. A dinner reception followed, where cupcakes and 
cousins were cited as highlights for the nephews and nieces. 
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NEW HOUSE.” — BEN 
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MomentTous MEMORIES Dappy-DAUGHTER DANCE 
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Beaver 


| ae it to Beaver is a show 
about a family, the Cleaver 
family. Beaver, is the main 
character, as you may have 
guessed. The parents are June, 
and Ward. Beaver and Wally are 
their two kids. Also there is 
Beaver’s friend, Larry, and 
Beaver’s classmates, Whitey, 
Judy, and others. 

Beaver: A kid about my age 
who sometimes uses words the 
wrong way, like pigeons getting 
conked out. His real name is 
Theodore. 

Wally: Beaver’s older brother, 
the oldest child, a teenager. He 
sometimes uses words the wrong 
way, but not as much as Beaver. 
His real name is Wallace. 

Ward: Beaver and Wally’s 
father, who likes to play golf. 

June: Beaver and Wally’s 
mother, who can pretty easily be 
concerned. 

Larry: One of Beaver’s best 
friends, and one of his most 
usually mentioned classmates. 

Whitey: Another one of 
Beaver’s friends, also his 
classmate, but he isn’t 
mentioned as much as Judy or 
Larry. 

Judy: A pesky female, who 
isn’t very nice. 

Rating: 4 of 5 Swords , 4 44 
(5 swords if it had more battle scenes) 





Leaver to Alexander 





GETTYSBURG 


By AARON 


The movie Gettysburg is about the Battle of Gettysburg in the Civil War. 
It starts out with a narrator describing the beginning situation. General 
Lee’s Confederate Army has 70,000 men, and will fight the Union Army of 
the Potomac, with 80,000 men. General Lee’s objective is to draw the 
Union Army into the open where it can be destroyed. A letter of peace is 
supposed to arrive on Abraham Lincoln’s desk the day after the Union 
Army has been destroyed. It starts on July 2nd. 

This narrator never appears again, which I thought was kind of weird. 
The scene switches to a scout named Harrison, who spots the Union 
Cavalry moving. He returns to Gen. Longstreet, one of Gen. Lee’s best generals, and 
reports the movement. Gen. Longstreet reports to Gen. Lee, but doubt falls on his report 
because Gen. Stewart’s Confederate Cavalry should have reported it. 

Then it switches to the Union Army, and a guy named Colonel Chamberlain. Col. 
Chamberlain’s assistant, Kilrain, reports that they were chosen to receive a band of 
mutineers that had signed 3-year papers. Col. Chamberlain gives an encouraging speech, 
and out of 120, 114 join his band. The other 6 remain mutineers. Col. Chamberlain and his 
brother (which keeps calling him Lawrence) are ordered to defend Little Round Top, and be 
the Union flank. 

Then it switches to the Confederates. One disgruntled general comes to Gen. Lee and says 
“I want a new assignment. I told Gen. Ewell” (he was the general that was pushed back by 
Gen. Buford) “that we should take the hill. And he ignored me. Then I said ‘General, give 
me one regiment, and I will take that hill.” And he ignored me. And then I said ‘Give me 
one brigade, and I will take that hill.’ And he put his arms behind him and blinked.” 

Gen. Lee does not give him a new assignment. 

The next day Gen. Longstreet says that they should regroup and attack from behind, or 
from the sides. Gen. Lee thinks that it will be bad for morale, and he orders an attack on 
Little Round Top. Col. Chamberlain only has 60 rounds per person, and loses many of his 
troops, but he orders a bayonet assault, and defeats the Rebel force. 

The disgruntled general who said that they should take the hill was ordered to attack the 
rocky heights, and half his division is destroyed, and he is wounded. He said that they 
should have gone to the right. 

In the night time, Gen. Stewart and his Confederate Cavalry return. Gen. Lee asked why 
he didn’t give a report on the Union Cavalry’s movements, and he offers to resign, but 
Gen. Lee says “There is no time!” and tells him not to let it happen again. 

The third and last day Gen. Lee says that they should attack the middle of the army where 
all the cannons and everything is. He figured that if both flanks were strong, the center 
must be weak. He gives Gen. Longstreet 15,000 men to take the hill with. Gen. Longstreet 
says “No 15,000 men ever made can take the hill.” 

Then Col. Chamberlain is taken from his dangerous post on the flank to “the safest place 
on the field. Right smack dab in the center.” to rest. 

Gen. Lee has Col. Alexander, the head of the artillery, use cannon fire to try to drive the 
Yankee cannons off the hill. But they don’t have enough gunpowder, and the Union has too 
many cannons, even though the Confederates are destroying some with their batteries. 
Col. Alexander sends a message to Gen. Longstreet saying “Hurry up and attack, or the 
artillery won’t be able to help you.” Gen. Longstreet reluctantly orders the charge, and the 
15,000 Confederates march slowly towards the hill. I think that they should have been 
running, or at least jogging the entire way. The cannons blast giant holes in the lines 
before they reach the stone wall where the Union Militia is, and by then there are not 
enough soldiers to take the heights. A handful of wounded men retreat. Gen. Pickett’s 
division is wiped out. Personally, I think that now that they had the cavalry back, they 
should have ordered a cavalry charge on the cannons. You can’t march slowly over the 
distance of a mile under cannon fire. Or they should have gone to the right and attacked 
from behind. 

By the way, Gen. Buford’s Cavalry was nearly wiped out defending the hill, and they got 
placed safely defending the supply wagons. 

The movie ends here. Notes: 

While the Confederate soldiers were retreating, the Union Army should have charged and 
tried to wipe them out, but Gen. Meade ordered them not to. Gen. Meade got in trouble for 
not trying to capture Gen. Lee. 

The Battle of Gettysburg ended on July 3rd, and over 53,000 men died. 

On July 4th, Independence Day, Gen. Grant won another big battle against the 
Confederates. 

I liked Col. Chamberlain, Gen. Buford, Gen. Longstreet, and Col. Alexander. 

All of the actors were very good, but I liked Gen. Buford the best. 

I liked that the movie was 4 hours long. It was only 8 dollars, so 2 dollars per hour is 
pretty cheap. Rating: 5 of 5 Swords, \ \ \ \ 
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Bank Robbery Mystery 


By AARON 
The bank was robbed on Sunday, October 3rd. Here are the 
facts taken from the security camera: 
The thief held all the people in the bank at gunpoint and 
walked across to the vault. 
The thief took all the coins in the vault but two, a copper 
coin, and a smaller silver coin. 
The thief took 2 $100 bills, 1 $20 or $50 bill, another $20 or 
$50 bill, and two other bills, not from the $100, $50, or $20 
Slots. 
The security camera noted that two of the slots had at least 
one bill in them. 
We also found the bank books: 
October Ist: 
Computer systems went down, so we record the list here. 
No interest shall be given until November 1st. Running 
total: $200.34. 
Mr. Hendley deposited $33.60. 
Mr. Wilford retrieved $20. 
October 2nd: 
Nancy and Sarah Murray deposited 
$10.53. 
Mrs. A. Wilson took a loan for $99.99. 
Mr. B. Fox deposited $200. 
Erin Carpet deposited $26.46. 
October 3: 
Robbed. Mess everywhere. Computer back up now. 
Other information: 
While cleaning up on October 2nd, after all customers had 
gone: 
Teller Gerald Foxley remarks that they have the same 
amount of every bill in the vault. 
Teller Ms. Ellie remarks that she hadn’t seen a $10 bill 
throughout the entire day, and teller Mrs. Mary Lovelace 
remarks that they don’t even have one in the vault. 
Teller Gerald Foxley mentions that Mr. B. Fox paid all in 
$100 bills, and teller Ms. Ellie says that on the ist they 
didn’t have any, so now they’re back on top. 
They have no bills under $5 worth. 
They always keep every type of bill in a different slot and if 
two slots have things in them, the bills will always be 
different. 
They had 2 quarters, no nickels, 4 dimes, and 4 pennies. No 
other change. 


What bills and coins did the thief 


steal? 
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Crime Scene Photograph 


Col. Blizzard Ms. Wendy 
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| hit the criminal, 
and | saw a slight 
scar on the 
criminal's cheek. 
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The criminal had 
a very tall chin. 


| tackled the 
criminal, and 
He dropped the 
only red thing 
he had. 

Mr. Oxhead 


Mr. Goldtique Mrs. Brightly 
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The criminal GE AYE i SS 
was tall and The criminal The criminal 
muscular. was the same was very strong. 
He got away proportions 

with my as his victim. 


scarlet hankerchief. 


SOLVE THE MYSTERY BY DISCOVERING WHICH WITNESS IS LYING, 


HE IS THE CRIMINAL. 


(Eye Witness Mystery By ANDREW) 








Hints: 
How many $100 bills are there? Remember, there are the same 
amount of every bill in the vault, so if there are 10 $100s, there 
must be the same amount of $50s, $20s, $10s, and so on if there 
are any $50s, $20s, etc. etc. 
What is the only copper coin in America? 
What is the only smaller silver coin in America? 

Remember, if there are 4 slots with 1 or more bills in them, they 

have 4 different types of bills, no more, no less. 


.elddim-reppu ni eeS .feihcreknah telracs eht 
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Livinc Happity Ever AFTER = f 


By NaTHANIEL Fritz 

athaniel and Mary continue to live 

happily in Columbia, MO with their two 
puppies, Penny and Kermit. Nathaniel started 
his fifth year at Veterans United Home Loans 
this year and when he wasn’t hitting his co- 
workers in the eye with Nerf Darts, he tried 
his best to live the company’s motto of 
delivering results with integrity while also 
being passionate and having fun. 

Mary also began her fourth year working 
at The Bluffs nursing home and won Life 
Enrichment Employee of the Year for the 
second time in three years — a richly ue 
deserved honor given how much she puts 
into her work on a daily basis! 

Penny and Kermit enjoyed their second 
year of having a back yard until Penny went 
on injured reserve in October with a torn | 
puppy ACL - the doctors have full confidence 
she'll be healed in time for training camp in 
2022, however. 











LASER GUNS 


By ALEXANDER RuUGG 
\ \ Jell, Uncle Nathaniel liked the sound of 
our infrared guns, so once he visited 
Grandma Sharla and Grandpa John, and we \ 
came over, so we played with the guns in the |= 
basement. I was on Uncle Nathaniel’s team, and 
Andrew was on Aaron’s team. 

We played for a really long time and we 
sometimes turned the lights off for a night battle, 
and left them on for day. I forget who won, so we 
can just assume me and Uncle Nathaniel won. 

But the real question is, does anybody want a 
rematch? Same place, different place, same time, 
different time, same team, or different team? I 
would like a rematch! Same place, different place, 
same time, different time, same team, or different 
team? I don’t really mind any of that, except I 
want to fight alongside Uncle Nathaniel again, and 
against the same enemies. So, who is up for a 
rematch? — 
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Outdoors 











ABIGAIL’S BAPTISM 


By ABIGAIL 
y baptism was the 23 of October and the water 


was cold and I got baptized because I believed the 
Bible and that Jesus will save you. = 





The Meteor shower 


By ANDREW RuGG 

[" the middle of August every year the earth passes 

close to an asteroid belt, and small meteors on the 
outer reaches of the asteroid belt get pulled into the 
earth’s atmosphere and disintegrated due to the 
Shielding of the upper atmosphere. This creates a huge 
flame that can be seen in the sky from the ground for a 
short amount of time until the pea-sized meteors from 
the asteroid belt called Perseids are burn up completely. 

This year we went to see them. We drove out late at 
night to a road in the middle of farms where we could 
get a better view without as much light pollution. Light 
pollution is light generated from the city lights making 
the sky less detailed from the ground. 

Back behind us, there was a huge thundercloud. We 
couldn't hear the lighting, but the clouds really lit up 
from time to time. 

After we were all settled in our observation point, the 
meteors were easy to see. We saw 84 of them, and our 
camera identified 
several more harder 
to see ones that were 
out there too! 

There was only 
one down side to 
watching the 
Perseids. You had to 
get up close to 
midnight. But it was 
great anyway. * 








Building a Rope Swing 
By AARON 
ho in the summer we all went to 
Home Depot to try to find lightbulbs 
and a part for the toilet. Well, Mom and Dad 
found those. We found a 50-foot long rope. 
We decided to buy it to make a rope swing. 

When Mom went 
with Grandma Sharla 
to Olive Garden, we 
decided to make the 
swing. First we had 
to throw it over the 
edge. It kept 
bouncing off or | 
getting stuck on the What happens when mom 
edge. Finally, we had Jeaves... 
to use an old painting 
ladder and a big stick to nudge it over the 
edge and pull it down. Then we had to find 
out how to tie a knot that wouldn't slip. 
There were things on how to tie a bow-knot 
with one rope, but nothing about two ropes. 
Dad was able to figure out how though. 
Then we had a loop that you could put your 
foot in. 

Later we tried putting a stick in, but that 
didn’t really work. Fortunately, we found an 
old cinder block, and we were able to use 
that as a seat to stand on. 

The problem was that it was too close to 
the tree, but we solved that problem by 
having one person grab the tail of the rope 
and swing you around. 

Abigail, Alexander, and Andrew got really 
scared, but I didn’t. ¥ 
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Police Blotter 











Car Fire AND MaILBox 


SMASH 


By AARON 

| at night, a car drove down Liberty Dr. 

The occupants were renting the car and 
had just gotten good and intoxicated. The car 
drove down to the intersection, negotiated the 
turn at the stop sign without stopping, swung 
around too fast and bumped up onto the 
sidewalk, where they smashed a mailbox, tried 
to turn back onto the road too fast, flipped the 
car upside down and smashed into a green 
truck, bending the back axle. The occupants 
left the rented car in the wreck and dashed off 
before the police arrived. The green truck was 
pretty destroyed, but the police were able to 
retrieve the car insurance contacts and offered 
it to the people who had their mailbox 
destroyed. They decided not to try to get 
insurance to pay for it, but just to buy a new 
post. Only the post was destroyed. The 
mailbox went flying harmlessly(ish) onto the 
ground and it is still in use at 3-4-OH-6 Liberty 
Dra 





Holdup at Halsted 


By AARON 
(This story has been reconstructed from video film and 
witnesses. ) 
A car drove up to the Halsted Road church. One guy got 
out and started walking around the church. He pulled up 
the window screen but wasn't able to break into the window 
through there, so he broke the only window with no security 
cameras on it. He proceeded to walk into the kitchen and 
search the refrigerator and cupboards for utensils. He pulled 
everything out onto the floor. Then he saw a security camera. 
He angrily tried to swat it, but he missed. Then he tried to 
swat it again, but he hit the clock, knocking it onto the cord 
and pulling it out of the outlet. This alerted the security 
system, because one of the cameras turned off. Then he 
proceeded to take the wheelchair in the corner, drive it up to 
the band instruments and take everything there, loading it 
onto the wheelchair. He also took the TV and left. He pushed 
the wheelchair to the car and they loaded everything up. 
Just then, a deacon drove up to the church. He 
Saw the screen open, so he put it back down. Then 
he went down to the kitchen, saw all the food out, so 
he put that back in the fridge. Then he saw the 
broken window and called the pastor, who promptly 
arrived with 200 rounds of ammo. They called the 
911 about the robbery. Then they saw someone 
crawling in through the window. The pastor rushed 
out and held them at gunpoint. It turned out that the 
guy had forgotten the remote for the TV and was 
trying to go back and get it. He also wanted his drug 
bag, which he had left too. They waited awhile, and 
then the deacon called 911 and told them that they 
had the guys at gunpoint. Unfortunately, 911 forgot 
to pass the information along to the police officers. 
The pastor was afraid that the guys might try to rush 
him and he would have to shoot them, so he let them 
go away. A few minutes later, the police car drove up. 
It turned out that they had sent the rookie on the 
other side of town to the church, and he took thirty 
minutes trying to find the church. They did find his 
drug bag, which had a big muddy hand print on it. 
One of the church members saw him in her 
apartment building, so she followed him and called 
the police and they were able to catch up to him and 
arrest him. 
Oh, and the church was able to buy the band 
instruments back, but they couldn't get the TV back. 
They still had the remote control though. 
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By ABIGAIL RuGG 
I Loved my 


I loved my 2 
birthdays so 
“7 >muchI cant 
seeWait till I have 
2 more birthdays. 

I loved my 2 birthdays snow 
dancer for my birthday and I 
loved all that came I cant 
wait to have 2 more birthdays 
and I loved all that came. And I 
loved my2 birthdays. 4 


@ My Birthday Parties ¢ 


By ALEXANDER JOHN RuGG 
My first birthday party: You see, Mom 
had a couple things in mind. She had 
real easy mysteries put up on the 
pew. But before Uncle Rex had invited 
us to Culver’s. So on that Sunday we 
went to Lincoln Wood, (the church 
where Uncle Rex 
goes) and afterward 
he took us to 
Culver’s. His great- 
nephew Braden was 
there too. We ate and 
then we went to our 
house. They were the° 
first guests. 


(Continued on Te) 


am 5 years old. 





Special Moments 






Blender Birthday 


By ANDREW 
ell, I 
woke up 
early in the 


morning, and I 
tried to go back 
to sleep, as 
usual, until I 
remembered it 
was my 
birthday. Then 
I got up as fast as I could. We opened 
our party favors first, and we got to 
have silly putty for the first time in 
history. 

Then we pretty much waited until 
the grandparents came, and then we 
had lunch, and then we opened more 
presents until we found that I got the 
game Zoombinis for a present, which is 
a game where you have to get 400 of 
these olive-like creatures called Zoom- 
binis, 16 at a time from Zoombini isle 
(where they are being held captive by 
the Blugs) to Zoombiniville and you 
have to get them through all these puz- 
Zles like Arno the almost omnivorous 
and his friend pizza trolls need some 
pizza, and won’t let you pass unless you 
give them the exact type of pizza they 
want. 

After we played that for a while, we 
had the cake, which was a 4-layer cake 
that me and Alexander made earlier out 
of Larabars, because we still have at 
least 1000, so we used a lot of them, 
and they made the cake very thick. But 
despite the thickness, it was great, and 
the rest of the presents were also great. 

In case you are wondering, the last 
present was underwear! ® 








13th Birthday 


By AARON 
For my thirteenth birthday all the 
grandparents came over to our house in 
the afternoon. We cooked some food and 
roasted marshmallows outside on sticks. 


Then Dad brought out a box and I got two 


wooden swords and one real sword that 
was named Excalibur. It was a battle 
ready sword made out of carbon steel. 


Then we went inside and had cake and ice 


cream. I believe we had mint ice 





SQUIRE CEREMONY 


By NaTHAN 

To help Aaron transition into 
adulthood, we used a sword to symbolize 
the manhood that he is growing into. 

A sword is dangerous and powerful. 
Strength and power can be used for good 
or evil. A man must learn to control 
himself to use his abilities for God. A man 
must protect the weak and oppose the 
wicked. A new sword is a beautiful thing, 
but without care, it will rust and decay. 

A sword is no toy. It must be handled 
with great care. A man thinks differently 
than a child. Men must put away childish 
things. 

There is a war raging against the mind 
of man. Deception is everywhere present 
in our day. Aman must be able to use 
the Word of God like a sword to discern 
truth from error. 

A man needs self-control to wield a 
sword so too the emotions of the heart. 

Like knights, Christians too have a 
commission to keep and a reward to win, 
but our heavenly calling far outweighs any 
earthly venture. x 
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SPARRING 


By AARON 

hen I got wooden swords for my birthday, I 

and my brothers fought with them. I 
usually won. It turns out that if you get hit in the 
chest, it doesn't really hurt that much, but if you 
get hit in the hand, it does. There were only two 
so we had to take turns. I would charge 
Alexander and Andrew 13 cents each for fighting 
with them. I made a few dollars that way. 
Alexander had a big tendency to start crying if he 
got hurt a little, and Andrew had a tendency to 
start fighting harder if he got hurt a little. When 
Andrew and Alexander fought, it was sometimes 
a tie, but sometimes Andrew won. x 











IF COMPETITIVE LAUNDRY 
WERE A SPORT, OUR HOUSE 
WOULD BE FIERCE 


CONTENDERS. 





GARFIELD, ANDREW 


CHALLENGES YOU TO A 
LASAGNA EATING 
COMPETITION, BUT YOU HAVE 
TO COOK EVERY LASAGNA 
YOU EAT! 























ComPETITIVE BABY HOLDING 


By ANDREW 


—_ baby holding is a sport of not only 
getting to the baby first, but also keeping the 


a baby. This is done by keeping the baby happy and 


keeping out of sight of baby holding rivals. 
Alternatively, you also can achieve prime Attalia 
holding position by only holding the baby on rare 
occasions, as you can then use the excuse that you 
rarely ever hold the baby. 

The siblings of a certain baby Attalia are experts 
in this art, but also the other relatives, such as 
their grandparents, are also feisty challengers who 
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“TI asked the boys about what they might wish we as 
parents would see in them when they grow up. Aaron 
declined to answer. Andrew answered: that he would 
demonstrate honesty, charity, and loyalty. Alexander 
answered: that I am a good parent and that I am a good 
Alexander. (I like that last part because it is so 
Alexander.)” — Anna 














SW 


mmr Otyle Watch 


12/25/21 




















The Many Outfits of Attalia 


ttalia is another Rugg girl that gets an A+++ for style. 

Even as the second born girl and fifth in the line of 
Ruggrats, she has already amassed a large wardrobe. Time will 
tell what her favorite color is, but let it never be said that her 
parents solely dressed her in pink or purple and that is how it 
was decided.¥° 
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My Haircut 


By ABIGAIL 










Wen 
Miss Jasmine cut my 
hair yesterday. No 
she did not cut my 


hair short she just : ee - 
cut the ends. And I NEUTRALS ARE ALWAYS 


tried to play with IN STYLE 
My friend Addy. 
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Flower Headbands 
Are On Trend 


ANOTHER 80s 
FLASHBACK [TREND 























“T don’t need manners, that’s Just for boys.” 
—Abigail 

















The kids look like 
they are wearing 
their everyday 
outfits... 

“Shhh, not everyone 


|” 






> ee knows that 


ae 
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Please Mom- 
No Paparazzi today 





from a loving aunt 
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Babies Rule the World 


By Alexander 

ene is happening. Something, that will change the 

world. Attalia, the mighty ruler of the babies, arises. 
She is hungry, hungry for milk. But Aldi will not let her 
through without a parent. She is furious. She takes matters 
into her own hands. She invents... Laser guns! She forms 
an army of babies, and makes them attack Wisconsin! 
Wisconsin’s military is no match for babies with laser guns! 
Try as they might, there was no way of winning. Attalia 
took Wisconsin, and made all the stores give her milk! 
Soon, she owned Wisconsin, Indiana, Montana, Minnesota, 
South Dakota, North Dakota, and gaining more as we 
speak! She imprisoned store keepers who wouldn't give at 
least half of all their milk. The states couldn’t protect 
themselves from these babies. Finally, after a year of 
fighting, all the states had been captured or they had 
surrendered. Attalia now owned the united states! Now the 
USA was imprisoned in the sticky drool of Attalia’s reign. 
But when Attalia saw that her army was so good at 
conquering, she wanted more! She sent her navy out to try 
to get that big country... Russia. The babies set sail, and 
used a globe that they took from the library. Finally, they 
came to a huge vast country. It had to be it! But their 
globe malfunctioned. It said they were in the united states, 
they looked for the goodgets, but they couldn't find any. So 
they fired. Apparently, they were attacking New York. 
Attalia immediately called them off. She decided to use 
bombers. After a while of flying around, the bombers 
attacked. They captured Guatemala! They traveled south to 
Brazil, and attacked it. But they weren’t Russia. Attalia 
took nuclear submarines from SMASHA. But they 
accidentally attacked the united states. This time was 
called The Accidental Civil War, or ACW. Finally, Attalia got 
tired of attacking her own country, so she got bombers, 
ships, and submarines go in all different directions away 
from the USA. It worked. After another year, Attalia owned 
the earth. She also had half of all the milk in the world.) 


Reptiles and Rodents 


By AARON 

here have been reports that small 

reptiles and rodents have been 
scurrying around in the basement of 
Rugg’s on Liberty Dr. The first instance 
was a simple cleaning excursion. The 
Rugg Family had just moved into their 
new house, and Aaron was vacuuming 
the downstairs carpet. Having finished 
the main part, he pulled out the hose and 
began vacuuming the edges. He was 
almost done when the hose got caught 
on something. He noticed that there was 
a stick stuck under the carpet. But when 
he pulled it out, he noticed that it had a 
Snake head. He quickly ran upstairs to 
get someone to throw away the snake. It 
seems that the snake was cold in the 
winter and crawled in for shelter from the 
cold. It had been dead a long time, 
because it was hard as a stick. 

The second instance was when 
moving a cupboard. Mom moved the 
cupboard and she saw a baby snake 
trying to crawl back under it. She quickly 
got Dad and he stepped on it and took it 
back outside. 

There were no more snake incidents 
after that (although Mom did find an old 
snakeskin in the furnace room) but in the 
fall, Mom started to find mouse poop in 
some places. Also, when Alexander and 
Andrew were getting ready for bed, they 
Saw a mouse and chased it into the 
cupboard, into the cleaning closet, and all 
over before it narrowly escaped. They put 
a mouse trap in the cleaning closet and 
caught one of the mice. Then it seemed 
that there were no more mice until 
Alexander brought up a bag full of flour 
that had a bite mark in it. Mom also 
found spaghetti noodles with bites taken 
out of them, and even some candy with 
bites out of it. So we got out the old paint 
bucket and put peanut butter and 
noodles in it and... 

To be continued....“é 
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The Beetah War 


By ALEXANDER 
Bear cheetahs are a friendly race of cheetahs which were 
crossbred with bears, in the event of the Beetah war, after 
the bears captured the cheetahs. The Beetah war was a very 
bloody war where King Ahabearin fought against King 
Cheetara. Ahabearin wanted to expand his kingdom, and 
decided that cheetahs were no match for bears. But the 
cheetah King Cheetara was a tough enemy, and he wasn’t 
going to let the bears take over his empire without a 
fight, he wasn’t one to be coward. But most of his army was 
away at Chertinal, where rebellion was starting. Cheetara 
ordered the soldiers back to the capital, But they wouldn’t 
come in time. Ahabearin had strong bears sent up to 
the capital Cheterosha, and captured it. Cheetara fled to the 
city Cheetinor, and hid there. Now owning the capital, 
Ahabearin made paths from Cheterosha (which he renamed 
Bearintum) to his own kingdom. His plans were to gather 
huge armies of bears at Bearintum, and have them spread 
out in all different directions, to capture the rest of the 
kingdom. But that wasn’t what Cheetara had in mind. The 
soldiers from Chertinal had returned, and as soon as he 
heard that Ahabearin was building paths, he sent cheetahs to 
stop the workers from finishing, and stop all bears on 
them.Cheetara’s troops marched out from Cheetinor, and 
captured the paths. They killed the workers, and Cheetara 
renamed the paths to The Cheetah Highway. Ahabearin was 
not happy about this. He sent his armies to The Cheetah 
Highway from both his empire and Bearintum. But Cheetara 
wasn’t about to let them send armies into his kingdom. He 
sent more and more soldiers until he had half of his army to 
protect Cheetinor. By this time Ahabearin was very angry. If 
he couldn’t send soldiers into the cheetah empire, he could 
never take it.Back in Chertinal, rebellion was 
outbreaking. The citizens of Chertinal didn’t like 
the way Cheetara was ruling. Chertinal grew more and more 
rebellious, and Cheetara realized that half of his army was at 
Bearintum, trying to regain the capital, and others 
guarding The Cheetah Highway, so he couldn’t send 
soldiers to Chertinal without only having a quarter or less of 
his army to protect Cheetinor.But Chertinal soon offered to 
help Ahabearin, and handed Chertinal over to his army. The 
citizens of Chertinal started to form an army, and traveled 
down the country capturing cities and handing them over to 
the bears. Within eleven days they had traveled down to 
Cheetinor, where Cheetara was angry and worried about the 
rebellion of Chertinal.But still the rebellious citizens slipped 
into the city without suspicion, and prepared for the attack. 
The general of Chertinal who planned this attack was named 
Cheetanim, who ordered his army to attack from the inside, 
while bear armies would attack from the outside. The next 
day, seven hundred bears charged the city and fought the 
cheetah army while the citizens of Chertinal attacked the 
city inside. The rebels killed Cheetara and dumped his body 
into the fields next to Cheetinor.The cheetahs at The 
Cheetah Highway and Bearintum were ordered to return to 
Cheetinor to help in the battle. But then came part two of the 
attack. The bear armies which had been stopped by the 
guards at The Cheetah Highway had stopped at Bearemp, 
but then the cheetahs ran to Cheetinor, so the bear armies 
ran into the cheetah kingdom, and came down and 
reinforced the battle. Finally, poor Cheetinor surrendered, 
and they buried Cheetara in the same field they had put him 
in. Now the cheetahs were terrified, and they had a good 
reason. They weren’t just fighting ferocious bears, they even 
had a civil war on their hands. Some cities that were closer 
to the bear empire were totally deserted by the cheetahs and 
the bears took them over. The cheetahs did try to make a 
new king, named Apacheet, but he was later killed due to 
various bears. Finally, the cheetahs surrendered. \ 


Trash Santa® 


By ALEXANDER 


Have you ever thought 
about Santa, why he never 
gets killed by polar bears, 
and where his workshop 
is? Nobody but his elves 
have seen him, right? But that’s not true, I have too. 
This is just a little story about his background. Santa 
was named after Saint Nick, and naturally, he decided 
to perform his duty. (Do you think his duty was giving 
toys to people on Christmas because of his name?) But 
he was poor, and the only job he could do was trash, so 
he decided to get a little money before he went off as a 
present giver. Finally, his job payed off, and he was 
able to get the cheapest things in the store, a red coat, 
hat, and mittens. He also, got more pay after he got 
promoted to trash chief, where he bossed all the trash 
men around. But he knew he could not take the new 
career alone, so he asked certain garbage men to help 
him. To distinguish his trash men from the others, he 
chose men who were short and had pointy ears. He told 
them that their green garbage suits would be fine, so 
soon he had his own band of little green men. He 
collected things from the trash he found to give to the 
people on Christmas. Now back then, the word “elf” 
was an insult. You see, one day his trash men were 
playing with black powder in one of their trucks, and 
Santa got so mad at them, he decided to just call them 
elves. One thanksgiving he ordered 35 turkeys, and 
now you know why he is so plump. Finally, as word 
spread through the earth about him, he decided he 
would be the laughing stock of the world if they found 
he was a trash man. So he made up his mind, and went 
with his elves to the arctic, and picked up reindeer on 
the way, and headed where no one would ever find 
them. For protection from polar bears and other 
dangerous animals, they built their 
workshop/packaging company underground. 
Eventually, they figured out how to give presents from 
the arctic. You see, one of the elves had spent all of his 
money on a plane, (which they also used to get to the 
arctic) and was very poor afterward. This man’s name 
was Steve. So they received trash from their old trash 
company, then they packaged it and put it on Santa’s 
sled, which they had made out of cardboard boxes, and 
tied it with ropes to Steve’s plane, which would fly 
above the clouds, so as not to be seen. Unfortunately, 
they forgot to tie it to the reindeer, so as Santa and his 
sled flew along, the reindeer hung face down. Finally, 
Santa decided to add more style, so he fixed that 
problem. Often, he would go back to his old trash 
company and collect trash, because often the trash men 
would do something wrong, 
so he decided to go and do it 
the right way. Well, hope 
you learned a lot today, just 
remember what your 
Christmas presents are 
actually made of. & 








“Never mind how cool you 
think it sounds, ‘Rocket-butt 
hippopotamus is not a 
flattering nickname for your 
baby sister.” —Mom 














Robot Fighter 


By ANDREW 
“If the rapture were possible 
and I was caught up, I want 
to leave behind a Robot that 
iS programmed to spread the 
Truth and fight the anti- 
christ.” 





To AARON “I WAS BORN TO BOSS 
YOU AROUND!!!” — ABIGAIL 











Top Secret 
Mystery of The Great 
Car Crash 


By ANDREW 


While picking up trash, two detectives 
(us) found many pieces of a broken car 
wheel and tire marks on the location, and 
there for started to draw up possibilities for 
the car crash. On the scene amidst the 
wheel pieces, there was a logo for the 
Saturn car brand made out of metal, which 
derives the conclusion that the car was 
from a Saturn brand. Also, the tire marks 
were not a single straight line, but a 
repeated swipe. The wheel pieces were also 
found at the end of the tire marks, which 
ist that since the tire couldn't be 
ma he marks all by itself, the car was 
driving'on the wrong side of the street. This 
data implies that the driver was drunk. The 
wheel pieces were found with scratch marks 
going in only one direction, thereby 
implying that the car was braking. 

Here is a diagram illustrating the crash 
according to the detectives on our team: 





How the 
Car 
Collided 
With the 

Curb 
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Working On Bible Memory 


By AARON 
he first thing we considered was how we were going to run it. 
Dad thought that we might want a library for it so that we could 

Spend more time on other stuff. He found PixiJS (which is the 
rendering engine I used to make all of my games) and Phaser, 
which is a game engine. I tested out Pixi, and liked it, so we 
decided to try to use it to make Bible Memory Adventure. 

The most important thing we needed was graphics. All of us 
thought that we should keep it 2d and 8-bit, so we tried to start out 
doing that. We had gotten a lot of monsters from a free open- 
source game called BrowserQuest, but one of the things we didn’t 
like about that style was that the body was very small, so it would 
be hard to customize things like eye color on someone who had just 
one dot for an eye. 

So we decided to look at Liberated Pixel Cup style. (The 
Liberated Pixel Cup was a big tournament held awhile ago. Anyone 
could join. The rules were that anyone who enters must enter a 
work of art or a game in the Liberated Pixel Cup style. It was more 
of a 16-bit style and the head wasn’t quite so big on the 
characters. ) 

The problem was that the LPC style had very few monsters. We 
found a giant portrait of a mansion with windows and a gate and 
everything-- but there were only a few monsters. We found like a 
Skeleton, a wolf, a goblin, and a few others, but not much more. 

We did find a huge pack of monsters that someone had made, 
though-- but the problem was that they only had side-to-side 
animations. Plus, we didn’t really have good pixel 
artists. Andrew liked making 3d art better than pixel 
art. We tried a method to be able to turn 3d models 
into pixel art, and it was pretty good 

but the pictures were too detailed and too big for the 
other meshes. Then we thought about doing it in 3d, using 
BabylonJS. (I used it to make a game, too!) We decided to do it in 
3d because Andrew was better at doing 3d art than 2d art. The first 
thing we had to do was figure out how to animate the character. We 
did that. Then we had to figure out how to do the landscape well. 
That was a struggle. First we tried having it be a plane and have 
new planes spawn as you can see them, but that showed seams. 
Then we tried using an addon called Dynamic Terrain, but that 


really didn’t work. Then we tried using a single sided ribbon mesh, 
but that had some weird things too, so we finally decided to use a 
Custom Mesh, and that worked. 

Then we had to make the editor. I made the foliage part of the 
editor. I made the foliage go to the right height on the terrain, have 
a light show you where the foliage will spawn, and made the UI. 
We’re working on finishing the editor and mein it edit the height 
of the ground (making it 
spawn hills or valleys) and 
editing the terrain 
(changing it from desert to 
grass or stone or leopard 
fur) and then we can make 
monsters appear and you 
have to fight them. \ 











The Time Machine Ad-2400 


BY ALEXANDER 

The workshop beeped. It was done. The 
Ad-2400, built by the craftiest of minds, was 
finished. It could go to any time you want it 
to, until the end of the world. It was the new, 
improved, time machine, and sidecar. The 
four gathered around it. Now, I will introduce 
you to our heroes. The first was Aaron, the 
chess grand master, and the engineer. The 
next was Andrew, the smartest at 3d design 
and the architect. The third was Alexander, 
Smart as a whip and the scientist. And the 
last was Abigail, the talented seamstress and 
the painter. The time machine had passed all 
the tests, and our friends all decided to use it 
right now. 

“We should go to the past, and see when 
we were born!” said Aaron. 

“No, we should go to the renaissance era, 
and meet the kings and knights!” said 
Andrew. 

“No, we should go to the time of Adam 
and Eve, and stop them from eating the 
fruit!” said Abigail. 

“T think we should go to the future, and 
look at inventions, and come back, and 
invent them, and we will become famous!” 
said Alexander. 

“How about this. The captain gets to 
choose. And I should be the captain, because 
I am the oldest.” said Aaron. 

“I should be the captain, because I am the 
best at 3d design!” said Andrew. 

“IT should be the captain, I am the best at 
sewing!” said Abigail. 

“T think that the captain should be the 
Smartest. Hint, hint. But I also think that we 
should vote.” said Alexander. 

“T vote for me!” everybody shouted. 

“Rats.” Alexander said. 

Starting with herself and going down, 
Abigail said, “Eenie menie minie moe, catch a 
tiger by the toe if he hollers let him go, enie 
menie minie moe!” 

It was Alexander. So they all got in, and 
prepared for the future. 


(Continued on To) 
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“Wait... so we’re being nice to 
the neighbors like the Bible 
tells us to???" — — Abigail 


EXPERT BABY HANDLER 
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@ My Birthday Parties ? 


By ALEXANDER JOHN RuGG 

Then the others came, like the Griffins. We had a big Nerf battle with them and 
Braden. In the middle of the Nerf battle, Aaron and Andrew called me over, and they 
went onto the top of the first section of stairs. Andrew told me to look in the closet, 
but there was a note in a jar too. So first I looked at the note, which said... Look in the closet. So I opened the 





closet, but I didn’t see anything out of the ordinary, but then Andrew told me to look in the bottom shelf. There 

was a blue sack, and inside was a huge Nerf gun, about as tall as my waist. But the problem was that it was Sam and Cuddle Robot 
loaded, and Aaron and Andrew knew that you can’t shoot somebody unless he has a loaded gun. A barrage of ° h h 

bullets flew down the stairs at me. I retrieved the gun and fired. We had a great time, and then the Griffins Baptist C urc 


gave me another Nerf gun, along with a Nerf gun expansion. But since Braden was more familiar with the 


Griffin Nerf guns then I was, I let him borrow it for the war. Later, we did the mysteries that my family had By ALEXANDER 
made. First was Aaron’s, which was a bank robbery mystery, then Andrew’s, which was a mystery about the Well, you see, it began with 
lying eye witness, which happened to be the criminal, and then we did the big one, which mom had made, : : 
which was the case of the Purloined Pooch. After those Kaden and Addy came over, and Ms. Jasmine and Mr. sam closing up his shop so he 
Zach gave me a gift card. Then people started to leave. could go to church. Cuddle 

My second birthday party, the real birthday: I woke up and realized it was my birthday, I ran out of robot had another church, and 


bed into the kitchen where Dad was. After everyone woke up, before we got our favors, we had to do some of 


the mysteries. There was phrases that we had to decipher, and finger prints we had to match. Later, I opened so that we wouldn't have 


presents, and I got books and other things. I also got a game called The Forbidden Castle, which was like an competing churches, we joined 
escape room. We had a lot of fun, and I got a book called the Fallacy Detective, and a video called the the together, and henceforth 
mysterious note, which apparently didn’t have the DVD just the DVD case, so mom had to order another one came Sam&Cuddle baptist 


which wouldn’t come that day. After that we went to the car wash, which was fun because you were inside the : 
car with all the contraptions and scrubbers all around you, and then we got to do the vacuum. After that we church. it drew a huge 
went home, and we ate desert and other things. And then we played the forbidden castle. We had a lot of fun. congregation, and Sam 

My third birthday party, the last: We drove down to Valley Baptist Church ' jae preached Sunday, and Cuddle 
early in the morning, and afterward we went to Sam’s house. (Sam is one of the boys ff Robot Saturday 
there) We ate lunch there and played with him and Duke (his dog) for a long time and iL. : 
had a lot of fun. After that, we drove to Grandma Sharla and Grandpa John’s house, Z% 
and did piano lessons, and did mysteries that Grandma Sharla and Grandpa John had 
made. Grandpa John gave us clues, and taped clues and cats everywhere. Grandma 
Sharla had the mystery of the painting of Mr. Bertram Bloodhound. We had to solve 
puzzles to find the thief. Later, the pizza, brought by Grandma Mary and Grandpa Jeff 
came, and a little after that we ate dinner. It was one of my first times to taste 
Hawaiian pizza. It was hard to find the ham, but not as hard to find the pineapple. 
After dinner, I opened presents, I got games like disciple detective, 5 minute mystery, 
and guess who. I also got bloodhound books and mystery books. Then Grandpa Jeff 
had a surprise for us. He put blindfolds (Towels) over our eyes and gave us bags. He 
told us that he got dangerous treats, and told us that in the bag was goat eyeballs 
from turkey that were sugared. I was scared, especially when Grandpa John said, “Oh, 
look at the pupils!”. But when I bit into it, I was like, this is grapes. But Abigail and 
Andrew were so scared that they were making faces even when they were eating it. Then he gave us another 
bag, and told us that baby shark teeth are still cartilage, and that they can be used for candy. I was more 
hopeful this time, because I knew that it wasn’t real shark teeth, and when Aaron first tried it and said, “Candy 
Corn?”. After that we did candy games, with tossing and stacking, and then came the big one. There were four 
bowls, two were full of candy corn, while the others were empty. There were two teams, and the goal was to 
take a spoonful of candy corn from the full bowl, and take it to the empty one. Aaron and Andrew were on one 
team, and I was on another. I was scared, so I asked Dad onto my team. Together, me and Dad beat Aaron and 
Andrew by one, two, or three pieces of candy corn. Then we left. 
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I love you. Love, 





bigail 


_ attached the wrist lasers. 





Alexander's 
Alimentary 


Axioms 
¢“T thought you had 
one tube in your 
throat for food and 
one for drinks.” 













wet @ 

e “Attalia is the 
best one to have a 
tea party with. She 
won't eat your real 
treats anyway and 
she is super happy if 
you give her play 
food.” 

e “You might want 
to wash the apple 
stem before you eat 
it. “ 

e “Well you didn’t 
tell me not to rub 
whipping cream all 
over my shoulder 
and hair.” 

e “Be a man 
Attalia and sit like a 
lady!” 
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The Time Machine Ad-2400 


By ALEXANDER 
In case they met something hostile, they turned on the weapons, and 


“Hey, what do you think we should be?” Aaron asked. 

“Royalty!” Alexander exclaimed. 

So they were royalty. Alexander typed in their names so that 
everyone would know them and what their names were. They started 
their journey. 

In the middle of hyperspace, Andrew said, “I’m hungry.” 

“There should be a oven back in the side car with you and Abigail.” Aaron said. 

Finally, they reached their destination. 4023, April, 17, in Brazil. There were rocket cars zooming 
through white pathways among the trees. They were in a rain forest city. They got out of the time 
machine, and noticed that their clothes were different. Aaron was wearing a soft blue robe of silk, anda 
cotton hat of the same color. But in the middle of the hat was an insignia, a growling lion. Abigail was 
wearing a white dress as if she was a bride, and a hat with the same symbol. Andrew wore a red cape and 
wearing a hat of the same. Alexander wore green pants and shirt made of silk, and... a hat with a growling 
lion. At first they thought that the lions had sound chips, but then they saw a huge, bright orange, T-Rex, 
mixed with a triceratops. And it was coming toward them, growling. Abigail hid in the time machine, while 
Aaron, Andrew, and Alexander fired their lasers. The lasers hit the... whatever, in the face, and the... let’s 
just say monster, exploded into light. Suddenly, a rocket car with the lion stopped next to them. Out came 
a young man about the age of twenty. He ran out of the car and tripped on a rock. 

“Ow. Um, come on, it’s nearly time for supper.” 

He gestured toward the car. 

“Um, I have no idea how to drive this.” said Aaron. 

The man looked at them weirdly. “You don’t have to. I'll drive you, like normal.” 

They got into the rocket car, and Andrew asked the man his name. 

“You know me. I’m Reginald. You four are acting weird lately. But I'm glad you didn’t get hurt by that 
incoduru.” Reginald said. 

Finally, they arrived at a huge white palace, which had the lion symbol on its two big doors. Reginald 
leaped out of the rocket car, and fell into a mud puddle. 

“Pardon my clumsiness.” Reginald said. 

They walked up the palace stairs, and Reginald pressed a button on the side of the wall. He grabbed 
the door knob, as if to open it. Suddenly, the doors swung open, smashing Reginald against one of them. 

“Oops, I forgot that if you ring the buzzer, they open it.” and pointed to two big men standing by the 
doors. 

They walked into the palace, and Reginald showed them into the dining room. There, robots were 
traveling from the kitchen and to the huge table, with trays filled with, eggs, meat, fruit, vegetables, and 
even pizza with carrots on it. They sat down, and ate, then they requested to go to their rooms. Their 
rooms each had their colors, like they had lived here and designed them. They stayed in Abigail’s room, 
talking, but then suddenly Abigail sprang up and said, “The time machine! We forgot the time machine!” 

Sure enough, they did. They had Reginald drive them back to the spot where they had landed, but 
they didn’t find it. 

“Whatever you’re looking for, has probably been taken by the prisoner community service, they clean 
the streets every day.” 

Andrew looked around. 

“You are probably right,” Andrew said. “the streets do look pretty clean.” 

Suddenly Reginald looked up. 

“Look!” he said. “one of the prisoner community service planes.” he pointed to where a plane looking 
like a spider was flying in the sky. 

“Hey, can you give me those?” Abigail asked and pointed to where something looking like a telescope 
was in Reginald’s belt. 

He handed it to her. 

“That’s a lasersight.” Reginald explained. “In case you forgot what that was.” 

Abigail looked up. Sure enough, there was the Ad-2400. 

“Yep, it’s it!” she shouted. 

Reginald drove them back to the palace, and into an old room. There was “the royal plane”. 

Reginald flew them up in the sky at full speed. When they had caught up to the spider plane, Reginald 
signaled to the driver to give them the Ad-2400. Once they were back in the palace with the time machine, 
they told Reginald that they had something to do, and hopped into the time machine. 

“I’m glad that’s over!” Andrew said. 

“Me too.” said Alexander, and started the engine. 
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AD-2400 Official 


Manual 
GENERATED By ANDREW NATHAN 
RuGG 
Part 1: Design 
AL is the second 
time machine 
manufactured by Rugg time 
services and is extremely 
powerful. It has a 2800 horsepower Warpial motor and is 


equipped stun weapons so that the user will not find 
himself/herself overwhelmed by futuristic monsters and/or 


past dinosaurs, if needed the stun will kill after repeated firing. 


It has the ability to generate a background for the user. 
This process is done by going through a certain amount of 
time in a nanosecond with a special engine called a 
background straightener and makes the user do operations as 
similar to his/her actual life as possible so that the people who 
are around the user can recognize him and one can tell things 
about his life so that one is not forced to lie about where they 
came from if they have read the background in the time 
machine. The background system can also replace a certain 
character in that time if desired. 

If enabled, the time machine has a present travel which 
enables the machine to move around in the actual time 
without time traveling. It is also equipped with an optionalt 
Side car, which contains an oven so that one can turn the time 
machine into a shelter if needed. The AD-2400 also has a 
clothing setup, so that one will not be wearing apparel from 
the past or the future. This will work in conjunction with the 
background setup. 

Instead of the channels system as the AD-227 used, the 

AD-2400 is equipped with a channel combiner, making all 
the channels and time warpial debris be combined into one 
channel for the craft itself to go through, making the craft 
more under control and less complicated, but increasing the 
debris damage. Thus, the steering system is necessary, and 
the craft contains a time warpial debris viewer and a special 
shield so that one will easily avoid and minimize debris 
damage. 

In order to understand the natives of the landed on 
location, the craft contains translational options which do 
include lip sync. The craft does contain time warpial brakes, 
but they are very harmful to the craft and are a emergency 
only system. If you wish for a specific adventure, please slip 
an AD disc (Adventure Data disc) into the slot near the 
background panel. tPlease specify whether side car is wished for on order form. 











BIKING TO Aire 


By AARON 


WHEN MoM HAD THE BABY, SHE COULDN’T 
GO TO THE STORE FOR A WHILE TO GO GET 
GROCERIES. [HE DAY ATTALIA WAS BORN, 

DAD ASKED ME AND ALEXANDER TO GO TO 
ALDI TO BUY THINGS FOR CHEESEBURGERS 

FOR Mom. WE KEPT DOING THAT EVEN 

AFTER MOM GOT BETTER AND WAS ABLE TO 
DRIVE TO ALDI. ONCE, ALEXANDER AND 
ANDREW STAYED OUTSIDE AND COLLECTED 

CARTS, BUT ALDI SHUT THAT DOWN. 
USUALLY, JUST ALEXANDER COMES. WE 
GOT A BIKE TRAILER TOO AND THAT HELPS. 











Amusing Andrewisms 

e “Your dreaming muscles are in your 
brain.” 

e “Aaron doesn’t say so many funny 
things anymore, as he approaches the 
day of his death he must get more 
grim.” 

e”Mom, do you 
ever close any of 
your browser 
tabs?” 





eHow is it going Andrew? | 


“I got to the part where you tear one 
bandaid from another bandaid... 


Now I got to the part where you smash 
your head into the open cabinet door.” 








T 
she Family Te Travel 


12/25/21 











AD-2400 OrficiaAL MANUAL 


(GENERATED BY ANDREW NATHAN RUGG 
Part 2: usage 


TIME AND POSITION SELECTING: 


To select the desired time, scroll the day and month cylinders 
until you get to the desired time, or the option RAND comes up. 
This will give you a random day and month. 

For the year, scroll the large cylinder under the steering wheel 
until you get to the desired time. 





Sx! 
fix 


To select the position, scroll the Lat, Long, and CST BDY Center of the Tniversc 
labeled cylinders to define where you want to be on which planet j j 
or star, or just define the CST BDY cylinders and use the Family Reunion 


positioning up, down, left, and right buttons on the picture of the 
celestial body on the opposite side of the craft as the steering Grandma Lorna invited us up to 


wheel. Pizza Hut Buffet for a day with 

BACKGROUND AND CLOTHING SETUP: other family on the Fritz side. This 
To specify clothing, tap the desired level of status you desire time Alexander saved room and did 

on the large green panel, (Crown is for royalty, Knight helmet is drink an entire water glass of ice 

military, and Axe is average) and then tap a button on the right cream. I put some lemonade in and 

of the illustrated buttons for the sub-levels. Upper right is the then filled mine with ice cream. 

highest, bottom left is the lowest. For your background, type in We ate a lot of pizza too. 

your name(s) or the character(s) you want to replace name(s) at 4 Me 

and so that you can know what it is, hit enter, and then read Ee 

what replaced the name. 


STARTUP: 

To start up the craft, pull the large green lever next to the 
steering wheel down, and the craft will launch into 

Warpial hyperspace. 
STEERING: 


To steer, use the steering wheel like a normal steering wheel 
and use the up and down buttons under the green lever to go up 


By AARON 

















and down, or only use the up and down buttons and the left and 
right buttons next to them. To speed up and down, use the 
wheel labeled Speed Control. Clockwise for faster, 
Counterclockwise for slower. 


RETURN: 
To return, simply press the revert button in the side car, or 
pull the green lever up 


Everybody was 
excited when we 
opened the 
Suitcases of toys 
and stuffed 
animals that we 
brought from 
China to America. 





ADVENTURE SETUP (ENTIRELY OPTIONAL): Winen Grandin 
If you want to have a specific adventure, insert a AD disc gifts you a water 
(Adventure Data disc) into the red slot next to the background gun- watch out 


for the hose to 
follow! 





setup panel. & 
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Trash Typhoon 


By AARON a 

n Rockford lots of people litter trash. te 

I've seen at least five people have 4. 
thrown trash out their window just 
when we were out playing. So almost 
every Wednesday we go out and pick 
up trash. We use our old stroller and tie garbage bags 
onto it. Then we put on work gloves and picked up 
random trash on the street. We go on Wednesday 
because Thursday is trash day so we don’t have to keep 
the litter for very long. 

Another reason there is so much litter is because our 
neighbors don’t all have good garbage cans. Sometimes 
they tip over, and when it’s a windy Wednesday night, 
the garbage cans can blow over and garbage shoots 
everywhere. 

After Attalia was born, Mom and Dad didn’t always 
have time to go out picking up trash, so we went by 
ourselves. We usually go down to this one corner where 
everybody litters. It’s next to a busy street, so there are 
more people to throw litter there. 

The good thing about picking up trash is that we get 
ice cream afterwards. Plus we met a friend when we 
were picking up trash too. Also, sometimes when we 
knock on doors people will open and say that they’ve 
seen us picking up trash. ii 








Giant Baby Shower 
Abigail helping open gifts at 
the baby shower: 

“Another dress!” 

“ANOTHER book.” 

“Why did they give the baby a 
credit card?” 

“How come Attalia gets a 
raincoat? How come I don’t 
have a raincoat?” 

Basically, Abigail steals the 
show again. 











ENJOYING NorTHERN [IL WEATHER 
WITH FRIENDS 


Camping with Cousins: 
Cooler and cleaner when done indoors 








3 which was nice for watering-- 
<~ but we only had the peas to 
_ water. They died shortly too. 





~~ work out. We got a few peas 
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Bap WEATHER GARDEN 


By AARON 
his spring we tried to grow a garden. We 
heard about a method called the Eden 

method where you cover the seeds in mulch 
and grow them. You’re not supposed to have 
to water them. So we got a bunch of free 
mulch from the city and carried them back in 
garbage cans. We did this three times. Then 
we planted our seeds. We had gotten a lot of 
seeds, like tomatoes and carrots, and we 
planted almost all of them. 

Then it frosted, and after a while, it looks 
like that killed the seeds. Only the peas 
sprouted up. We tried replanting, but then it 
seems to have gotten too hot. 

Plus, when we were watering, the only 
watering can we had was a little pink watering 
can for Abigail. We had to dump the entire 
thing on each seed. Later we got a vinegar 
bottle and washed it out and used it to water-- 
but it seems like on the replant the weather 
was too hot. Nothing 
sprouted up again. 

Later we got a hose, 


In short, it didn’t really 


and two carrots. We hope to 
do better next year.“ 





